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FACT SHEET

THE SEMINOLE

INTRODUCTION
The Sem‘ag e i‘SE’HE&f’ uh {*&G%“z%'s Q

regions of %3%%{ is kﬁnwz a@da}z as ftéfg ia and
Alabama. When European settlers arrived, some of
the Creek people decided to stay behind. Others
decided to move to northern and central Florida.
These people became known as the Seminole, a
word meaning “runaway” or “wanderer.”

CLOTHING
The Seminole people wore colorful cotton
clothing decorated with striped or plaid designs.
Patchwork designs were often made by sewing
horizontal stripes from the top to the bottom of a
garment.

Seminole women wore long-sleeved blouses
and skirts that touched the floor. Women also wore
many necklaces made of glass beads. Seminole
women often received their first necklaces when

they were very young girls, adding more strings of
beads as time passed. It was not uncommon for a
Seminole woman to wear several pounds of beaded
necklaces that reached all the way to her ears.

ié%m&@@%e men wore colorful shirts and ;3%3%{;%

¢

uash, other
nd hunted,

SHELTER

The Seminole living near the Everglades built
open-sided wooden huts called chickees. A chickee
was built on a platform raised about 3 feet (9 meters)

off the swampy ground, and it had a thatched roof
constructed of palmetto leaves. The roof kept out
rain, while the open sides made it possible to feel
the cool breezes. The Seminole slept in hammocks
and had very little furniture; they spent most of
their time outdoors. Each Seminole village had a
cookhouse consisting of a raised hearth. A pot of
food was left to cook on the hearth for most of
the day.

The Seminole who lived in northern Florida,
where the land was drier, ése.;zfz a different type of
home. Each family had two buildings. The main
building had two rooms—one for sleeping and the

sther for cooking. The second building was a two-
story building used mostly for food storage.

FAMILY LIFE

A Seminole village was made up of many
families. The families in each village were related
th?@ug%@ their mothers. All women and their children

longed to the same clan.
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AVA N

The Seminole people were once part of the Creek tribe. When
European settlers arrived, some of the Creek people stayed behind.
Other Creek people decided to move to Florida. The Creek that settled in
Elorida became known as the Seminole. Seminole is a word that means

“wanderer” or “runaway.”
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The Seminole wore colorful cotton clothing.
Women wore long-sleeved blouses and skirts
that touched the floor. They also wore many

beaded necklaces. Sometimes the necklaces
reached from a woman’s neck to her ears.
Seminole men wore colorful shirts. They wore
turbans, leggings, and breechcloths,
When the weather was cold,
men wore ruffled coats called
long shirts.

= The Seminole planted corn,
beans, and squash. Corn was
cooked to make a favorite food
called hominy. The Seminole
also fished and caught alligators in

Florida swamps. They hunted deer, bear,
raccoon, squirrel, and birds. Each family had
its own vegetable garden. People also worked
in the village garden. Everyone planted and
harvested together.




Seminole people
who lived in drier parts
of Florida built their
homes directly on the
ground. The Seminole
who lived in the
swamps built wooden
huts called chickees.  ___
A chickee was built on a
platform 3 feet (9 meters) off
the wet, muddy ground. A chickee had a roof
made from palmetto leaves. A chickee had no
walls. Seminole families could sit inside their
chickees and feel the cool breezes. At night
each person slept in a hammock inside the
chickee.

Seminole women took care of the children,
cooked, sewed, and worked in the garden.
Seminole men hunted, fished, and farmed.
Each summer the Seminole prepared for
an important festival called the Green Corn
Dance. People from many villages gathered.
They danced, played games, ate food, and
celebrated. Sometimes Seminole boys would
receive new names. While the men and boys
met at the Council house, the women got
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Students put a Seminole headdress together and imagine what it
would be like to participate in a Seminole celebration.

STEPS TO FOLLOW

1. Color the Seminole headdress pattern with marking pens.

2. Cut out the headdress pattern and glue it to a sheet of
construction paper. Cut around the pattern, leaving a border
of construction paper around the edges.

3.1f desired, glue beads to the headdress and let it dry.

MATERIALS 4. To make a headband, cut a long strip from construction

. page 91, reproduced for each paper. Staple one end of the strip to the headdress.

student

+9” x 12" (23 x 30.5 cm) colored
construction paper

_Place the headdress on each student’s head and wrap the
loose end of the headband around the back of the head.
Mark the place where the other end should be stapled.

L

6. Staple the marked end of the headband to the headdress

- 12 beads for each student é
s Haen and cut off any extra paper. Prepare to celebrate!

* SCiSS0rS
« marking pens
« glue

» stapler
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HOW
HOMINY
SEMINGC

Jump into cocking, w hile teaching students to follow a sequence

of steps in a recipe at the same time.

STEPS TO FOLLOW
1. The teacher may choose to make the hominy in class,
following the recipe below, or have the hominy a iready
made for the students.

3 Have students color and cut apart the four recipe cards and
cover on page 93. Discuss the order of ence for the recipe

4. Use a hole punch to make two holes on the top of each of
MATERIALS the five pieces of paper. |
- page 93, iﬂégg@d@@@ for each 5. Use the yarn to tie them together in the proper sequence. i
student HOW TO MAKE HOMINY |
«five 4” x 6” (10 x 15 ¢m) pieces You will need:
of construction paper 5 c. (80 g) dried popping corn
* scissors 3 tsp. (3 g) baking soda
» marking pens or crayons 1¢. (240 ml) water
« hole punch 1 tsp. (4.5 g) butter
syarn pinch of salt
«glue cooking pot
sieve

First, mix the baking soda and water together in a pot. Add 1
corn and set aside overnight.

Next, in the morning, place the pot on th
begins to boil, turn down the heat. Place
let simmer for 3 hours. Then pour the corn into a
water drain through it.

’E%ﬁ%ﬁ m@:’:é: the corn in cold water
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HOW TO MAKE

Next, we boil the corn

and then let it simmer for
3 hours. Then we pour
the corn into a sieve

First, we mix water, :
H
i
i
{
i and let it drain.
H
i
i
H
i

baking soda, and popcorn
together. We let it soak
overnight.

Last, we boil the corn

two more times and

remove any i&%@af%?
wlls. We ggﬁ{é

Then, we place the
corn in if}%{é vater. We
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